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The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

Claims 5-8 and 41-42 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second 
paragraph, as being indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly 
claim the subject matter which applicant regards as the invention. 

It is unclear how the constituent chemicals set forth at line 5 of claim 5 
relates to the chemicals at line 2 of claim 6, to the chemicals at lines 2-6 of claim 
7, to chemicals at lines 2-3 of claim 8 and to the chemicals at lines 2-3 of claim 
41 . The term "the metal" at line 2 of claim 8 and "the one or more complexing 
agent" at line 2 of claim 8. It is unclear how the recitation that the system 
controller is configured to interface with the plurality of tanks in claim 42 further 
limits claim 5 which claims the system controller controls a supply of the 
constituent chemicals to the mixing point since to control the supply of the 
constituent chemicals to the mixing point the system controller has to interface 
with the tanks. It is suggested that applicant amend claim 5 as follows: at line 14 
of claim 5 after "control a supply to the mixing point of the constituent chemicals" 
insert -- by interfacing with the plurality of tanks --. 

Claims 5-8 and 41-42 would be allowable if rewritten or amended to 
overcome the rejection(s) under 35 U.S.C. 112, 2nd paragraph, set forth in this 
Office action. 

The prior art fails to teach or suggest a system comprising: a point-of-use 
process chamber including a drain and configured to apply a plating solution to 
plate one or more wafers by spray, microcell, or spin on; a plurality of tanks to 
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separately hold constituent chemicals of the plating solution; a piping system 
having a plurality of segments, including a plurality of in-line heaters for a subset 
of the segments, to separately route, in-line heat, and after heating, mix, at a 
mixing point, the constituent chemicals of the plating solution to form the plating 
solution, substantially just prior to application to the one or more wafers; and 
a system controller configured to receive results of a qualification analysis of the 
plating solution and control a supply to the mixing point of the constituent 
chemicals by interfacing with the plurality of tanks based on the qualification 
analysis. 

Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection 
presented in this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. 
See MPEP § 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as 
set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire 
THREE MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is 
filed within TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory 
action is not mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory 
period, then the shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory 
action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .1 36(a) will be 
calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, however, will 
the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the date of this 
final action. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to Brenda A. Lamb whose telephone number is 
(571) 272-1231 . The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Tuesday 
and Thursday-Friday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, Nadine Norton, can be reached on (571) 272-1465. The 
fax phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding is 
assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from 
the Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information 
for published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public 
PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is available through 
Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair- 
direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll- 
free). 

Brenda A Lamb 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 1792 
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